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through a post, behind which one of the Americans was stationed, entered his head and killed him on the spot.
No serious obstacles to the march could have been made by the few who were collected; but still unwilling to disperse without some show of resistance, they took post behind a stone fence, where the Compo road, passing west of the hill, entered the Boston road. Here, as the advance was about to debouche into the road, a volley was fired, which wounded several of the British, but the column pressing forward, the party was scattered, and the enemy "marched without further molestation to Danbury. This place they reached at two o'clock, P. M., on the 26th of April*
A handful of Continentals, then under the command of Colonel Cook, finding resistance useless, retreated, carrying away with them such of the stores, as the suddenness of the attack enabled them to secure. The enemy lost no time in comrrencing the work of destruction. The houses, stores, and churches were fired; and the provisions and incombustible munitions wasted, and emptied into the streets. On the 26th, the work of devastation was soon effected, and the destroyers made preparations for a return to their ships next morning.
Meanwhile the country was aroused, and Fairfield and the adjoining counties poured forth their minute men. Five hundred of these, under the command of General Silliman of the militia, commenced pursuit, and arrived at Reading, eight miles from Danbury, where he was joined by Generals Wooster and Arnold, who left New Haven immediately on receiving news of the invasion. An hundred men had gathered and joined them on the route; and previous to their departure, Lieutenant-Colonel Oswald of Lamb's regiment, with such of the men of that regiment as had been recruited, with three field pieces, was ordered to march with all expedition to the scene of action.f
* Barber's Pic. His. Conn.                    t Idem.